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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TRIPOL 00071 16II35Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 EB-08 XMB-04 DOTE-00 PA-02 
PRS-OI /038W 

02II91 I6I333Z/53 

R 16I005Z JAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 5035 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 

UNCLAS TRIPOLI 0071 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: ELTN, TS, LY 

SUBJ: CONSTRUCTION OF SFAX-TRIPOLI RAILWAY 

REF: TUNIS 0083 

LIBYAN OFFICIALS MAKE PUBLIC REMARKS FROM TIME TO TIME 
ABOUT TRIPOLI-SFAX RAILWAY IDEA, BUT NEVER WITH AN DETAIL. 

MOST RECENT PRONOUNCEMENT, CARRIED BY LIBYAN NEWS AGENCY 
JANUARY 12, 1978, AGREES WITH POSITIVE TENOR OF TUNISIAN 
OFFICIALS' REMARKS CITED IN REFTEL. DIRECTOR OF ROADS AND 
RAILWAYS DEPARTMENT OF LIBYAN SECRETARIAT FOR COMMUNICA- 
TIONS WAS QUOTED AS SAYING IN CONNECTION WITH VISIT TO 
TRIPOLI OF SECRETARY GENERAL OF AFRICAN RAILWAYS FEDERA- 
TION THAT LIBYA WOULD BE LINKED TO TUNISIA BY A TRIPOLI- 
SFAX RAILWAY AND THAT IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROJECT WOULD 
BEGIN THIS YEAR. DIRECTOR WAS ALSO QUOTED AS SAYING THAT 
A RAIL LINE WOULD BE BUILT BETWEEN MISURATA AND 
BRAK, 710 KILOMETERS TO THE SOUTH, FOR TRANSPORT 
OF IRON ORE AS WELL AS FACILITATING PASSENGER AND 
FREIGHT TRAFFIC BETWEEN NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN PARTS 
OF THE COUNTRY. NO TIMING WAS GIVEN FOR THE NORTH- 
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SOUTH PROJECT. 
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